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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: GREEK/TURKISH AEGEAN DISPUTE 

1. 1 SPOKE TO AMBASSADOR VLACHOS, SECRETARY GENERAL OF GREEK 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, THIS MORNING ABOUT AEGEAN SITUATION. HE TOLD 
ME GOG OFFICIALLY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF PROSPECTIVE THRKISH 
OPERATIONS DESCRIBED WIRE SERVICE REPORTS. HE ADDED THAT 
BASED ON 1958 AGREEMENT GOT HAD OBLIGATION TO NOTIFY CONTINENTAL 
SHELF STATE, I.E. GREECE, OF ANY SEISMIC OR OCEANOGRAPHIC 
ACTIVITIES IN AREA WHICH SO FAR GOT HAS NOT DONE. HE EXPRESSED 
REGRET THAT GOT HAD NOT INTERPRETED GREEK NOTE OF MAY 24 AS 
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POSITIVE RESPONSE TO ENABLE BOTH SIDES TO BEGIN TALKING. 
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2. MY IMPRESSION FROM HIS REMARKS IS THAT GREEK MILITARY ARE 
CAREFULLY MONITORING SITUATION AND WILL MAKE DECISION CONCERNING 
ANY REACTION TO LATEST TURKISH MOVES, PRESUMABLY ON BASIS OF 
VARIOUS MEETINGS WE KNOW GREEK MILITARY HAVE HELD WHERE 
THERE HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE PLANNING FOR SUCH A CONTINGENCY. 

3. 1 TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OCCASION TO INDICATE THAT WE WERE VERY 
CONCERNED ABOUT IMPACT OF SITUATION ON NATO AND TO REPEAT POINT 
I HAD MADE PREVIOUSLY TO VARIOUS SENIOR GREEK OFFICIALS, 

INCLUDING FONMIN TETENES, THAT WE HOPED THROUGH TALKS BETWEEN 
GREECE AND TURKEY ISSUES COULD BE PEACEFULLY SETTLED. I MENTIONED 
THAT FORTHCOMING OTTAWA NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING OFFERED 
PROSPECTS FOR SUCH TALKS. MEANWHILE, I EXPRESSED HOPE THAT BOTH 
PARTIES WOULD AVOID STEPS WHICH WOULD EXACERBATE PROBLEM 
AND RAISE EMOTIONAL LEVEL. I SAID I WAS SURE U.S. REPRESENTATIVES 
WOULD BE SPEAKING IN SAME VEIN TO TURKS. 

4. GREEK LANGUAGE PRESS TODAY HAS TOTAL BLACKOUT ON ANY 
COVERAGE OF AEGEAN PROBLEM. AT SAME TIME BOTH BBC AND DEUTSCHE 
WELLE, TO WHICH MANY GREEKS LISTEN DAILY, HAVE APPARENTLY 
PLAYED UP SITUATION BY REPORTING TURKISH MOVES AS DESCRIBED IN 
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS AND ASSERTING GREEK MILITARY AND NAVAL 
FORCES IN STATE OF ALERT. 
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